
note that we will keep the students indoors, or 

modify the length of the recess, as appropriate.  

On slippery or snowy days, our custodians will 

do their best to keep walkways clear of snow 

and ice at entry and exit times.  Please be sure 

to stay on marked pathways to reduce the risk 

of slipping.  

  

Lastly, on behalf of staff at Charles Howitt P.S., 

we would like to invite you to attend our 

“Family Math Night” (K-8) which will take place 

at our school from 4:45 p.m. – 6:15 p.m. on 

Thursday, February 8th, 2018 (this event takes 

place BEFORE the “Community Open House 

and Welcome Night” at our school from 7:00 

p.m.– 8:00 p.m. on the same night).   The pur-

pose of the evening will be to “Inspire your child 

to learn and love math!”  Teachers will have an 

opportunity to show parents how to get in-

volved in their child’s learning, and learn strate-

gies to work with children of different ages. We 

will also provide information around our Well-

Being and Mental Health focus at Charles 

Howitt. Please feel free to join us for our 5th 

annual “Community Open House” which will 

also take place at our school from 7:00 p.m.  to 

8:00 p.m. on February 8th, 2018 (this event fol-

lows the Family Math Night – K to 8 - that takes 

place from 4:45 p.m. p.m. – 6:15 p.m. on the 

same night).   The purpose of the evening is to 

provide information around our Well-Being and 

Mental Health focus at Charles Howitt. Families 

will have an opportunity to meet school, YRDSB 

staff and cultural teacher Liaisons, ask questions 

and provide suggestions on how we can best 

serve your needs, and to meet other families in 

the Charles Howitt school community.  

  

  

Tim Gervais, Principal 

Jaime Bunbury, 

Vice Principal 

 
 

Please be reminded that your child will bring 

home their Term 1 Report Card on Tuesday, 

February 13th, 2018.  Teachers at CHPS have 

worked diligently to provide meaningful com-

ments for each child outlining their strengths, as 

well as next steps throughout the report card.  

As parents and educators, we know that there is 

a strong correlation between learning skills 

(Responsibility, Organization, Independent 

Work, Collaboration, Initiative and Self Regula-

tion) and academic success.  We know that 

these skills translate into success well beyond 

the classroom as well.  As part of reviewing 

your child’s report card, we encourage you to 

take time to discuss these important skills with 

your child and set meaningful goals for improve-

ment. One of the skills we continue to reinforce 

with students is punctuality. Currently, we are 

experiencing an ongoing issue with many stu-

dents arriving after the instructional day has 

begun. Parents and guardians are encouraged to 

support the best learning conditions for their 

children by ensuring that students are present 

and in class when learning begins! This is a life 

skill that we must instill in our children if 

we want them to practice it as adults.  

Having children arrive on time will assist 

with unnecessary delays in your child’s 

education by having to sign-in at the main 

office upon arriving to school after the 

entry bell has rung.  Arriving on-time will 

also reduce any unnecessary interruptions 

for office staff as they try to ensure that 

attendance is collected and the morning 

routines of the school flow smoothly.  

Thanks, in advance, for your attention to this 

important matter! 

  

As the winter weather continues, and as we 

encourage our students to enjoy outdoor play, 

please remind your child/ren to dress appropri-

ately for cold temperatures.  During more ex-

treme weather (-15 degrees Celsius), please 
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Kindergarten Registration 

Registration for September, 2018 is now underway.   Chil-

dren born in 2014 are eligible for Junior Kindergarten this 
September.   If you know of anyone in the community with 

kindergarten-age children, please share this information 
with them and encourage them to register promptly. 

Documents that are required for registration are as     
follows: 

 

 Proof of child’s age (birth certificate OR passport 
and landed immigrant papers) plus 

 Proof of Residency (purchase or rental agreement ) 

 Richmond Hill Tax Assessment indicating Public 

School Support  
          and  

 Utility bill or bank statement showing address 
 

Applications cannot be accepted without these  

documents. 
 

Students who are currently in our Junior Kindergarten 
classes do not need to register for Senior Kindergarten. 

 
Notice:  Students new to Canada must first make an 

appointment to visit the Board’s Reception Centre     
before registering at our school.  Please 

call them at 1-888-811-0229 to make an     
appointment. 

 
The reception centre is located at: 

Dr. Bette Stephenson Centre for Learning 
36 Regatta Ave., Richmond Hill, L4E 4R1 

Richmond Hill 

Primary Class Size Reduction-2018-19 

The Board continues to respond to the Ministry of Education’s mandated requirements related to primary 

class size. This has allowed us to make great gains in reducing the number of students in our primary classes. 

As we begin planning our classes for next year, we need to work within the framework established by the Min-

istry of Education. On a board-wide basis, 90% of primary classes must have 20 or fewer students, and only 

10% may have up to 23.  The full day Kindergarten classes may be as large as 30 students with a teacher and a 

early childhood education worker. One result of this policy is the necessity of split grade classes, and we 

expect this to be the case in 2018-2019  as well.   

 
As we proceed through the planning process, I will be sure to keep you informed as to how our school will be 
meeting with Ministry requirements. 

Initiative 

Initiative describes the nature to take the first step in 

something (adjective).  Initiative is the act of taking the 

first step. (noun)  An example of initiative is someone who 

is always first to start a new project. 

 

"Things may come to those who wait, but only things left by 

those who hustle."— attributed to Abraham Lincoln 

Are you planning on moving? 

The process of preparing for a new school year involves 

predicting student enrolment and structuring the organi-

zation of classes and teachers to match the enrolment. 

We ask that families assist us with these prepara-

tions by informing the office (in writing) if you are 

moving out of the Charles 

Howitt area. Please include 

the last day of attendance and 

the school your child(ren) will 

be attending. This will also fa-

cilitate in the transfer of your 

child’s records (OSR).    

 

Thank you! 

Character  

Calendar 

Respect, Responsibility, Honesty, Empathy, Fairness, 

Initiative, Perseverance, Integrity, Courage, Optimism 
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 Please mark your calendars 
 

Family Day 

Parents are reminded that there  

is no school on  

Monday, February 19, 2018 

 

March Break 

The Winter Break runs from  

Monday March 12-Friday, March 16, 2018 

Schools are closed during this week 

 

Easter  

Good Friday - Friday, March 30, 2018 

Easter Monday– Monday, April 2, 2018 

Schools are closed on these days 

 

Victoria Day 

Monday, May 21, 2018 - Schools are closed 

 

P.A. Day 

Monday, June 4, 2018 

Message from our Trustee 

With report cards coming home, this is a good time of year to review your child’s progress and to set goals for the rest of 

the school year. 

  
As trustees, our goals are set out in the Board Multi-Year Plan. In the coming months, trustees will be reviewing and up-

dating this plan. This process will include opportunities for public input, and trustees will be out in the communities talking 

about this. More information will be shared about this in the spring.   

  
Developing and reviewing the Multi-Year Plan is just one of our responsibilities as publicly elected officials. Trustee re-

sponsibilities also include hiring the Director of Education, setting Board policies and the annual budget, and communicat-

ing with the public. 

  
This is a good time to learn more about the role of trustees with the next municipal election taking place later this year on 

October 22, 2018. York Region District School Board has 12 trustees, elected by ratepayers. As a 

trustee, listening and communicating with families is an important part of my role. Students, families 

and members of the public are welcome to attend and observe any public Board, Advisory or Board 

Committee meetings and to share their views with us on policy and Board governance.   

 As we move into the second half of the year, I hope that you are seeing evidence of your child’s 

learning and progress, and finding opportunities to get involved in their learning and the life of the 

school. 

I wish you all the best for a successful second term. 

 
Sincerely 

Trustee Carol Chan 

We are looking for additional School Lunch  

Assistants to join our team either on a regular 

basis or a casual basis when needed.  This is a 

paid position to provide support at lunch time 

from 12:50 p.m.-1:50 p.m.   School Lunch     

Assistants provide supervision inside the school 

(classrooms and hallways) for the first half of 

the lunch hour and then supervise the students 

outside in the school yard for the second half.  If 

you are interested, please inquire at the office, 

905-889-2522, Ex. 0 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/AboutUs/BoardPlans/Pages/MYP-Goals.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/AboutUs/Policy/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/AboutUs/Departments/Finance/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Trustees/Pages/Roles-and-Responsibilities.aspx
https://www.amo.on.ca/AMO-Content/Municipal-101/Municipal-Elections.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Trustees/Pages/default.aspx
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School Council 

Wednesday, February 14th is our annual Valentine's 

Day Dance-a-thon Fundraiser! For every $10 raised, 

your child can enter an exciting raffle!  Raffle prizes are 

being displayed in the front lobby. Dress in pink, white 

& red! All money raised will continue to support our 

Howitt school community. Letter and   donation forms 

to be sent home this 

week.  

 

All donations are due 

9am, Wednesday,   

February 14th to 

your homeroom teacher. 

Dear Parents/Guardians,  

 
Did you know that students’ bussing eligibility changes through-

out their school career? Your son/daughter’s eligibility to ride the 

school bus may change according to their grade and distance 

from home to school. Below are the provisions for eligibility 

identified in the Board’s Transportation Policy #680:  
• All YRDSB students in Grades JK-3 who live within 1.2 km of 

their school are not eligible for transportation  
• All YRDSB students in Grades 4-8 who live within 1.6 km of 

their school are not eligible for transportation  
• All YRDSB students in Grades 9-12 who live within a transit 

served area are not eligible for transportation.  

 
To view Board Policy #680 Student Transportation, please visit 

www.yrdsb.edu.on.ca. For more information about bus transpor-

tation and to determine your son/daughter’s eligibility please visit 

www.schoolbuscity.com  
 *Please note:  As Yonge Street is a major roadway, all     stu-

dents living east of Yonge Street are eligible for bussing regardless 

Student Bussing Eligibility 

Tip of the Month 

 

 

Healthy Schools 

School Cash Online 

All YRDSB schools are now using School Cash Online as 

an online payment system. School Cash Online is an easy, 

safe and convenient way for families to pay online for ex-

tracurricular items or events, including yearbooks and 

field trips. It helps to reduce paper and the amount of 

cash/cheques handled by parents and students.  

 

Families may make payments using School Cash Online, or 

by cash or cheque.  

 

You can register for School Cash Online at any time. 

There is also a button on our school website. Once you 

are registered, you will be notified of any new items avail-

able for your child. 

 

Important Attendance Reminder to Parents 

The Office Administrators do a “Safe Arrival” procedure every morning and every afternoon 

following lunch recess.  Any child marked “absent” must be investigated.  It is therefore          

imperative that parents call the attendance line (905-889-2522 Option 1) if their child is going to 

be absent or late.  We need to receive messages by 9:00 a.m.  If your child is going to be away 

multiple days on vacation, please send a written note to the office.  Absent/late messages must 

be  communicated directly to the office at all times.  You are also welcome to let your child’s 

teacher know of absences also but please notify the office first. 

Thank you for your assistance in this very important matter. 

https://yrdsb.schoolcashonline.com/
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York Region District School Board 

30 Pearson Avenue, Richmond Hill, L4C 6T7 

Email Address:  charles.howitt.ps@yrdsb.edu.on.ca 

Telephone:  905-889-2522  Fax:  905-889-9694  

Website:  www.charleshowitt.ps.yrdsb.edu.on.ca 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

28 29 30 

 

 
 

 

 

Pizza Day 

31 1        Day 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sub Lunch 

2 

 

PA Day 
No school for 

students 

3 

4 5         Day 4  6         Day 5 

 

 
 

 

 

Pizza Day 

7         Day 1   8         Day 2 

 

 

 

 
Sub Lunch   

9         Day 3   10 

11 12       Day 4  13       Day 5 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Pizza Day 

14       Day 1 

 
 

 

15       Day 2 

Graduation 

Photos 

 

 

 
 

Sub Lunch  

16       Day 3     17 

18 19  

 

Family Day 

School’s 

are closed          

20      Day 4  

 

 
 

 

 

Last Pizza day 

 Session 1 

21      Day 5  22       Day 1 

 

 

 

 
Sub Lunch  

23       Day 2  24 

25 26       Day 3 27       Day 4 

 

 
SK Vision 

Screening   

28     Day 5     1         Day 1 

 

 

 
 

Last Sub 

Lunch for   

Session 1  

2        Day 2  3 

February 2018 

Valentine’s 

Day Dance 
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30 Pearson Avenue, Richmond Hill, L4C 6T7 

Email Address:  charles.howitt.ps@yrdsb.ca 

Telephone:  905-889-2522  Fax:  905-889-9694  

Website:  www.charleshowitt.ps.yrdsb.edu.on.ca 

York Region District School Board 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

25 26 27 

 
 

 

SK Vision 

Screening 

28 1         Day 1 

 

The Big Crunch 

10:30 a.m. 

 
Last Sub Lunch 

for Session 1     

2         Day 2          3 

4 5        Day 3  6         Day 4 

 
Kindergarten 

classes to 

Tiny Town 

7         Day 5 8         Day 1         9         Day 2       10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 

 

 

 

 
 

Lunar New Year 

17 

18 19      Day 3   20       Day 4 21      Day 5        22       Day 1 23       Day 2 24 

25 26       Day 3 27       Day 4    28        Day 5 29       Day 1 30     
 

Schools are 

Closed 

 

 

Good 

Friday 

31 

 

 

 

 
Pesach 

March 2018 

March Break– Schools are closed 


